Saint Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church
146 Third Avenue, Rankin, PA 15104
Pastor: Very Reverend Nicholas Ferencz, PhD
Cantor: Professor Jerry Jumba
Parish President : Carole Bushak
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
Slava Isusu Christu! Slava vo v’iki!
Rectory Phone: 412 271-2725. E-mail: stmichaels@stmichaelsrankin.org
Hall Phone: 412-294-7952 WEB: www.stmichaelsrankin.org

MAY 19, 2019
SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC
Sun., May 19
9:00 AM

Wed., May 22

Fri., May 24
9:00 AM
Sun., May 26
9:00 AM

Mon. May 27
9:00 AM

Sunday of the Paralytic. Long-suffering Job
Divine Liturgy
Special Remembrance: Albert Hrubic by wife Shirley
Panachida: Albert Hrubic. Angie Grant (1 year anniversary). Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha (1 year
anniversary).
Feast of Mid-Pentecost. Translation of the relics of Our Holy Father Nicholas the
Wonderworker of Myra. Martyr Christopher. Prophet Isaiah. Monk Joseph of Optina
No services today.
Holy Bishops Cyril and Methodius, Apostles of the Slavs
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: Perpetual: Philip Hrabar, June Dudish
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. Martyr Glyceria of Herakles
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: May Perpetuals: Michael Buddy (5/1). Anna Kopcho (5/5). Nicholas Lemesh
(5/7). Julia Ragan (5/10). George Walak (5/20. John and Helen Buddy (5/22).
Michael Dranchak (5/23). Mary Horgas (5/25). Joseph, Mary and John Bayus
(5/27).
Martyr Isidore of Chios
Memorial Day
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: Remembering the deceased members of the Armed Forces from our parish
Grave Blessings at Monongahela Cemetery

Holy Mystery of Confession: Before Divine Liturgy and other services. If you cannot make a scheduled time,
please let me know and we can make arrangements.

PEOPLE STUFF
Prayer List: Deceased: Margaret Dufalla.
Living: Fr. Joseph Cervo. Paòi Dorothy Hutnyan. Paòi Donna Smoley. Paòi Eleanor Pribish. Dana Andrade.
Gloria Andrade. Michael Artim. Gregory Michael Aurilio. Brooklyn Grace Banovsky and her parents Chris and
Katie. Jane Barclay. Walter Bolbat. John Bonga. Donald Bodnar. Charlene Borsic. Jaime Budesa. Barbara
Chappie. Steve Bournius. Rebecca, David & Bradley Noah Cozad. Mary Ann Crouse. George & Margaret
Dorogy. Christina Duranko. Breanne Glass. Dorothy Glass. Eddie Gombos. Jennifer Hartrick. Shirley Hrubic.
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Kevin Ianni. Gary Ingelido. Alisha Krass. Carson Krass. Savanna
Lee Krass. Joan Martell. Brian Masterovsky. Michael Mehalik.
Zoe Mehalik. Helen Mihalik. Bill & Patti Novotnak. Frank
Palmieri. Diane Phillips. Millie and Edward Phillips. Michael
Platt. Anna Senich. Bernice Sindak. Terry Slezak. Bill and
Andrea Sovick. Margaret Stemler. Milton and Thelma Supak.
Diana Terezis. Bobby and Dee Triffanoff. Josh Walendziewicz.
Paul & Valerie Yednak. Jeanne Zajac. Prosphora Bakers: Trudy
Trifanoff. Delores Cubakovic, and their intentions.
Welcome! We welcome to our church this morning all visitors,
guests, relatives, and friends of Saint Michael Church. We invite
everyone present today to chant the Liturgy along with the
cantor. We pray your visit with us is spiritually rewarding, holy
and life-giving. Visit often!

F(E)ASTING

Our Gifts to God and our Church
May 12, 2019
Attendance
37
Communions
20
Collections
Sunday
1015.00
Easter
5.00
All Votive Candles
156.00
Building Maintenance
385.00
Diocesan Membership
30.00
Total Offerings:
1591.00
Building and Repairs Donations to Date
$3941! God bless your generosity!

The Feast of Ss Cyril and Methodius, Apostles to the Slavs is
this coming Friday, May 24. Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 9 AM.

PARISH STUFF
New! Memorial Day Remembrances and Celebration: Divine Liturgy and Grave Blessings! On Memorial
Day, Monday, May 27, we will celebrate the Divine Liturgy in memory of all deceased members of the parish
who served in the Armed Forces. We will then go to Monongahela Cemetery where we will bless graves. All are
welcome to participate in either both of these services!
New! Thanks and God Bless! To all of our parishioners who helped to welcome the Carpatho-Rusyn Society
members who came to visit yesterday. The Slavonic Divine Liturgy went very well, thanks to Cantor Jerry, and
Fr. Emil, who sang with him. The tour later on also went very nicely. You all really put yourselves out for the
visit!
Reminder! Lottery Ticket Raffle: Lottery goes off on Sunday, July 7. You can buy your tickets from Carole
Bushak et al. – they are still $5.00 each. Also, we are asking for donations of lottery tickets to be included in the
prize. Anytime you have a chance to pick up one or more tickets, of various denominations, please give them
to Carole and help us out with this fundraiser!
Reminder! A Word about the Tomb. Last week I wrote a bit about the Tomb which we used on Great Friday.
You are welcome to review the explanation and if you have any comments, thoughts, ideas or opinions about
what we did this year, please let us know. You can speak with any member of the Parish Council or with Fr. Nik.
If you need to refresh your memory, last week’s bulletin was emailed to everyone we have an address for, and
is also still posted on line at www.stmichaelsrankin.org.
Church Repairs: We thank all of our parishioners for your ongoing, active interest in the well-being of our
parish. God bless us every one! So far, we have $3941 donated toward this new work. Total cost of this work
was $3800. We thank you for your generosity. God bless!

DIOCESE, DEANERY AND ADDITIONAL STUFF
New! Diocesan Sobor this year: We have received word that the triennial Diocesan Sobor will be held this
coming fall. More information as we get it.
Camp Nazareth Family Day Raffle! Tickets are now available. They are, as always, $20 each. Please see Carole
Bushak to purchase your dozen or so.
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Reminder! 2nd IOCC Orthodox Homefront Workshop! Sunday, May 19, 2:00 – 4:30 PM, St. John the Baptist
Church, 601 Boone Ave., Canonsburg, PA 15317. The Homefront helps parishes prepare for regional
emergencies, disasters, and parish critical incidents, enhances their capability to respond, and connects parishes
with a network of organizations and agencies active in emergencies. It also addresses how a parish can plan to
protect itself from hostile threats. Members of the Parish Council are encouraged to attend. All attendees will
be given a manual and a blueprint for how their Church can develop a plan for their parish. RSVP to Kevin Reck
by Friday, May 10, at 724-941-9541 or kevinsreck@gmail.com. More info on hall bulletin board.
Faith Night at PNC Park - this year will not actually be at night, but an afternoon game! Saturday, June
22nd at 4:05 (Pittsburgh Pirates vs. San Diego Padres). Our sister parish of St. John the Baptist on the North
Side is organizing a group of tickets (the price has not yet been determined). Please contact Wendy Martellotti
at martellotti11@verizon.net or 412-583-6254 to reserve your tickets. (Please plan to pre-pay.) And Let's Go
Bucs!

HOLY CYRIL AND METHODIUS,
EQUALS-TO-THE-APOSTLES AND ENLIGHTENERS OF THE SLAVS
May 11/24. From The Menologion
The Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles First-Teachers and Enlighteners of the Slavic Peoples, the Brothers Cyril
and Methodius came from an illustrious and pious family living in the Greek city of Soluneia (Thessalonika).
Saint Methodius was the oldest of seven brothers, Saint Contantine (Cyril -- was his monastic name) was the
youngest. Saint Methodius was at first in the military profession and was governor in one of the Slavic
principalities dependent to the Byzantine empire -- probably Bulgaria, which made it possible for him to learn
the Slavic language. Having dwelt there for about 10 years, Saint Methodius afterwards accepted monastic orders
at one of the monasteries on Mount Olympos (Asia Minor). Saint Constantine from his early years distinguished
himself by great aptitude and he studied together with the emperor Michael during that one's youth -- under the
finest teachers in Constantinople, among which were Photios, future Patriarch of Constantinople. Saint
Constantine, having attained knowledge in all the sciences of his time and also many languages, also with
particular diligence studied the works of Sainted Gregory the Theologian. Because of his keen mind and
penetrating perception, Saint Constantine received the title "Philosopher" (wise). Upon the completion of his
education, Saint Constantine accepted the dignity of priest and was appointed curator of the patriarchal library
at the church of Saint Sophia, but he soon quit the capital and went off secretly to a monastery. Discovered there
and having returned to Constantinople, he was appointed teacher of philosophy in the highest level of the
Constantinople schools. The wisdom and strength of faith for the still rather young Constantine was so great, that
he won the victory in a debate with the leader of the heretic-iconclasts Ananias. After this victory Constantine
was sent by the emperor to dispute in a debate about the Holy Trinity with the Saracens (musselmans) and again
he gained the victory. Having returned, Saint Constantine went off to his brother Saint Methodius on Olympos,
spending the time in unceasing prayer and reading the works of the holy fathers.
The emperor soon summoned forth both of the holy brothers from the monastery and dispatched them to
preach the Gospel to the Khazars. Along the way they stayed for some time in the city of Korsun, making
preparations for preaching. There the holy brothers in miraculous manner discovered the relics of the Priestmartyr
Clement, Pope of Rome (Comm. 25 November). There also at Korsun Saint Constantine found a Gospel and
Psalter written in "Russian letters" [i.e. Slavonic], and a man speaking in Slavic, and he began to learn from this
man to read and to speak in his language. After this, the holy brothers set off to the Khazars, where they gained
the victory in a debate with Jews and Moslems by preaching the Gospel teaching. On the way home the brothers
again visited Korsun and, taking up the relics of Saint Clement there, they returned to Constantinople. Saint
Constantine remained in the capital, but Saint Methodius received the hegumenate at the small Polychronion
monastery -- not far from Mount Olympos, where he pursued asceticism as before.
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Soon there came to the emperor messengers from the Moravian prince Rostislav, otherwise pressured by
German bishops -- with a request to send teachers to Moravia, who would be able to preach in the vernacular
Slavic tongue. The emperor summoned Saint Constantine and said to him: "It is necessary for thee to go thither,
where it be better for thee that no one realise this". Saint Constantine prepared for the new task with fasting and
prayer. With the help of his brother Saint Methodius and the students Gorazd, Clement, Savva, Naum and
Angelyar he composed a Slavonic alphabet and translated into the Slavic tongue books -- without which it would
be impossible to celebrate Divine-services: the Gospel, Epistles, Psalter and collected services. This occurred
in the year 863.
After completing the translation, the holy brothers set off to Moravia, where they were received with great
honour, and they began to teach the Divine-services in the Slavic language. This aroused the malice of the
German bishops, who celebrated Divine-services in the Moravian churches in the Latin language, and they rose
up against the holy brothers, convinced that Divine-services must be done only in one of three languages:
Hebrew, Greek or Latin. Saint Constantine answered them: "Ye recognise only three languages by which to give
glory to God. But David sang: Come to the Lord, all nations, praise the Lord all peoples, let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord! And in the Holy Gospel it says: Go teach all nations...". The German bishops were
humiliated, but they became all the more bitter and sent off a complaint to Rome. The holy brothers were
summoned to Rome for a decision on this question. Taking with them the relics of Saint Clement Pope of Rome,
Saints Constantine and Methodius set off to Rome. Knowing that the holy brothers were bringing along with
them these relics, Pope Adrian met them along the way with his clergy. The holy brothers were greeted with
honour, the pope of Rome gave permission for Divine-services in the Slavonic language, and the books translated
by the brothers he ordered to be placed in Roman churches and to make liturgy in the Slavonic language.
At Rome Saint Constantine fell ill and, in a miraculous vision from the Lord advising of the nearness of
death, he accepted the monastic schema-order with the name of Cyril (Kirill). 50 days after the accepting of the
schema, on 14 February 869, Saint Cyril died at 42 years of age. In expiring to God, Saint Cyril commanded his
brother Saint Methodius to continue with their common task -- the enlightening of the Slavic peoples with the
light of the true faith. Saint Methodius entreated the pope of Rome to send the body of his brother for burial in
their native land, but the pope commanded the relics of Saint Cyril to be placed in the church of Saint Clement,
where miracles began to occur from them.
After the death of Saint Cyril, the pope in fulfilling the request of the Slavic prince Kotsel, sent Saint
Methodius to Pannonia, -- having ordained him Archbishop of Moravia and Pannonia, on the ancient throne of
the holy Disciple Andronikes. In Pannonia Saint Methodius together with his students continued to propagate
Divine-services in books inscribed in the Slavonic language. This again aroused the wrath of the German bishops.
They obtained an arrest and held a trial over Saint Methodius, who was sent in chains to Swabia, where during
the course of two and an half years he underwent many sufferings. Having been set free by order of the Pope of
Rome, John VIII, and restored to the rule of his archdiocese, Saint Methodius continued to preach the Gospel
among the Slavs. He baptised the Czech prince Borivoi and his spouse Liudmila (Comm. 16 September), and
also one of the Polish princes. The German bishops started a persecution against the saint for a third time, -- for
not accepting the Roman teaching about the procession of the Holy Spirit from both the Father and from the Son.
Saint Methodius was summoned to Rome, but he justified himself before the pope, and preserved in its purity
the Orthodox teaching, and was sent off again to the capital of Moravia, Velehrad.
Here in the ensuing years of his life Saint Methodius with the help of two of his priest-students translated
into the Slavonic language all the Old Testament except for the Book of Maccabbees, and even the Nomokanon
(Rule of the holy fathers) and books of the holy fathers (Paterikon).
Sensing the nearness of death, Saint Methodius decreed one of his students -- Gorazd, as worthy successor
to himself. The sainted-bishop predicted the day of his death and he died on 6 April 885 at an age of about 60
years. The burial service of the saint was done in three languages -- Slavonic, Greek and Latin. He was buried
in the cathedral church of Velehrad.
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